The Superfund Process

The Superfund program was enacted by
Congress in December 1980, The law
established & program to investigate und
initiate actions against actual and potentisl
relesses of hazardouns chemicals and other
substances at sites throughout the United
States, In 1986, Congress reauthorized
Superfund and increased the size of the fund
from $1.6 billion to §8.5 billion. The U.S.
Enawvironmental Protection Apeney (EPA)
adminicters the Superfond program in
cooperation with individual states.

The Superfund process can differ from each
site. There are usually six phases which
begin when a site is identified and concluded
with 1 final remedy.

EPA monitors the site throughout the
process. If at any time contamination
becomes an immediate threat to public
health or the environment, EPA may
conduct an emergency action, known us a
removal action,

EPA attempts to identify parties who may
be legally respensible for site contamination,
QOnce identified; these parties are asked to
participate in the investigation and remedin!
process, If they do not agree to participate,
EPA may seck their participation through
legal means.,

The EPA Region 6, Superfund Program has
established n toll free number to provide
direct access to the general public and to
increase community involvement in the

Superfund Program.

Just dial 1-800-833-3508

Identification

Biefore mosi people nudersiond how cerinin
wastes might threaten public heahih sud the
environment, hezardous wasies were ofien
disposed of at locations where they could elther
enter the pround, watey, or air. Now these sites
arve being bronght to the attention of EPA by
private citlrens, aud loca! and stnicd agoncles..

A preliminsry luspection of the site Is condueiad
by EPA or s siate agency. The site is assessed for
the presence of harardous chemicals and other
substances sud their potential npuct ou publie
health or the environment.

I EPA finds that a site poses a serions actust or
potential threat to ike community, the shie is
placed on the National Priorities List (NPL) s
roster of the nstion's worst hagardons wasie shies.
The NPL currently includes more than 1,100 sites
nationwide.

Investigation

EFA conducts & two-part investipation of all NPL
sites, The first part, » remedial investigation,
identifies containination and site-relaied threats to
the environment snd public heslth. The second
part of the investigation, s feasibility study,
evaluates various epproaches to addressing site
conditions.

EPA selects a preferred remedy for the slte from
among the sliernatives presented in the feasibility
study. After FPA recommends its cholee, the
public, state and lacul officials are given sn
opportunity to comment on it. Afier it considers
the comwents, EPA selects the final remsedy for
the site.

Fallowing the selectlon of o final remedy, ¥PA
designs and implements the chosen remedy. EPA
negotintes with parties responsible for
contamination of the site to design, Implement and
pay for the final remedy, EPA may, through legal
action, luter recever costs from the responsible
partics,
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